Discussion
Polyimides have been widely used in electronic industries and carbon fiber composites for aerospace structural applications [2] , due to their high thermaland chemical stability, good mechanical property,a nd excellent electrical property. However, they still suffer from processingd ifficultiesd ue to theirh ighlya romatic chemical structures. To balance the high temperature performance, high hydrolytic resistance and the processing ease of these materials, the exploration of new compositions and new processing methods for polyimides are developing rapidly. Many researchers have demonstrated that termination of various imide oligomers with phenylethynylg roups can lead to dramatic improvements in hydrothermal durability, toughness and processability [3] [4] [5] [6] . The commonly used terminated agent was 4-(phenylethynyl)phthalic anhydride. The title compound was an important intermediate in the preparation of 4-(phenylethynyl)-phthalic anhydride. Although the synthesis of the title compound has been reported [1, [7] [8] , its structure has not yet been reported in literature.
In the asymmetrical molecule of the title compound, the two phenyl rings are not coplanar, with the dihedral angle of 11.2(1)°. The dihedral angles of phenyl ring (C9-C14)a nd ester group planes (C15-O1-O2,C 17-O3-O4) are 12.0(1)°a nd 76.2(3)°, respectively. The torsion angles of O1-C15-C12-C11, C16-O2-C15-O1,O 3-C17-C13-C14 and C18-O4-C17-O3 are -166.7(1)°, -0.9(2)°, 72.7(2)°and 11.3(2)°, respectively. The (2) Å. So, the bond lengths and bond angles arew ellc onsistentw itho ther relateds tructures [9] . There are p-p stacking interactions betweenmolecules in addition to van derW aals interactions. It can be confirmed by the distance of 3.390Åbetween thenearlytwo phenyl ring planes connecting to the carbonyl group. 
